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‘Corporate Beauty’…  
 
 
 
Modern Architecture: Canary Wharf caught my eye in particular. Canary Wharf is 
renowned for its beautifully modern architecture, captured in this collection with style 
and grace. Close attention is paid to the lines and rhythms created through reflection. 
In parts 1 & 3 especially, this can have a rather mesmerising effect as rigid corporate 
buildings are portrayed in an altogether different light to what we might have come to 
expect (see fig1). 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1. Attention to line and rhythm creates a mesmerising effect, asking us to look at 
the world around us in a rather different way. 
 
  
I get the sense in this collection that the artist is begging us to open our eyes. Much of 
his other work is focused in the countryside, capturing natural beauty. Here, however, 
they take us to the country’s capital, showing us a side of London often seen and 
seldom noticed, that of what I call ‘corporate beauty’. 
 



The artist rarely shoots from the hip, choosing not to captured the hustle and bustle of 
city life, focusing on serene, architectural beauty. However, when our eyes are averted 
to street level, the feeling of calm and still which runs through the rest of the work is 
maintained (see fig. 2).  
 

Figure 2. The feeling of stillness is maintained here.  
 
 
There is emptiness in the frame here, captured in the space between the two opposing 
buildings with the figure in the foreground walking into the void. (I would like to think 
this is a subtle social comment, giving the work a new depth). The work is evocative of 
Paul Strand. Where this is less emphasis on shadow and chiaroscuro, this a greater 
weight is given to reflection and its enthralling qualities. For me, this sums up what I 
like best about this work. The social comment is there if you choose to read into it, 
whilst the greatest attention is given to the visual arresting formal beauty of modern 
architecture which is so easy to miss.  
 
 
Verdict 
So many great amateur photographers are shooting architecture these days, but it has 
been a long time since I have seen something that is able to divert our gaze in such a 
way, showing us that which has been in front of our eyes all along.  
 
***** 
 
 
 
 



You can view the collection and the rest of the artists’ body of work here: 
http://abphotography1.wordpress.com/2013/10/30/cwharf1/ 
 
I urge you, take a look and be surprised.  
 
 
If you would like your amateur photography, film or artwork reviewed, don’t forget to tweet 
@ImageTheories 
 


